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Butterfly Gardening
Watching butterflies, much like bird watching or observing wildflowers has become a popular and enjoyable pastime.  Since many natural butterfly habitats have been lost to urbanization and other development, some environmental organizations have incorporated butterfly conservation into their programs.  Many people are taking a personal interest in attracting these fascinating insects to their gardens.  By choosing the right plants, you can attract many different butterflies, adding a moveable mural of color to your landscape.

Butterflies and moths belong to the insect order Lepidoptera.  They are well-known for their beauty, may act as pollinators for some plants, and are a food source for certain animals.  The presence or absence of butterflies is an indicator of the health of our environment.  
Butterfly Anatomy and Life Cycle:  Butterflies go through a 4-stage developmental process known as metamorphosis (egg, larva or caterpillar, pupa or chrysalis, and adult).  Understanding a butterfly’s life cycle can make butterfly watching more enjoyable, and the knowledge is an important asset to people who want to understand the principles of attracting butterflies to their gardens.  Depending on the species, the life cycle of a butterfly (one generation) may take anywhere from about one month to an entire year.  Sometimes they may have one, two, or more generations (broods) per year.  Usually, the most common butterflies are multiple-brooded and provide a continuous array of color and activity to your butterfly garden throughout the season. 

Types of Plants to Attract Butterflies:   Plants that attract butterflies are usually classified as those that are a food source, a nectar source, or both.  Some of these plants will also provide protection from predators, offer shelter, a place to lay eggs, and a place to attach chrysalides.  It can be relatively simple to attract butterflies and still have a garden that suits your tastes and needs.  Nectar flowers and other favorite butterfly plants come in many forms—annuals, perennials, herbs, vines, grasses, shrubs, and trees.  The plants can be native or non-native.
	Corner of Market Street & Sprinkle Road         Wenke Greenhouses          269-388-2266


