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Successful Container Gardening

Successful container gardens are put together by following a few simple rules:

Containers:
· Drainage - Each pot should have a ¾” diameter hole and a shard or two (piece of crock or terracotta pot) to cover the hole.  Some stones on the bottom will keep plastic containers from blowing over in strong winds.  Heavy terracotta pots could have a shallow layer of foam peanuts added to the bottom of the container to lighten them up, especially if you like to move your plants around on your deck or patio.

· Size  -  18 X 18 inches  or larger containers are the best.  Small ones dry out quickly on hot summer days.

Soil:
· Potting soil is very important.  Be sure to use the proper mix.  A handful of soil should fall apart quickly after a handful is squeezed and released.  If not, it has too much sphagnum peat moss in the mix.

· Moisten the mix prior to putting it in the container and hose down clay pots before planting or soak them in a bucket if desired.  If you don’t, the dry pot absorbs the moisture in the potting mix.

Placing Pots:
· Decide how the container is to be viewed – either against a wall, where it will have a flat side, or out in the open where it will be seen from all angles.  Position the tallest plant as the focal point; to the container’s back if the arrangement is 3-sided or in the middle if it is to be viewed all the way around.

Successful Container Gardening

· Treat the rest of the arrangement like stair steps.  Place medium sized plants close to the tall focal point, and set trailing ones close to the container’s edges to soften them up.  Once everything is in place, surround the roots with additional moist potting soil.

Water:

· As summer heat increases, so must the availability of water.  When plants mature and pots fill with roots, the daily watering regimen must also increase.
Fertilizer:
· Feeding your container garden is an essential part of its success.  When planting, mix granular timed-release fertilizer with the soil.  Choose a balanced mix such as 14-14-14 or increase bloom power with a liquid blossom-boosting fertilizer, such as 15-30-15, every two weeks.  You must do both to keep containers in top condition.
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